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Course Outline 
 

 

Calendar/Course Description 

A major mechanical project including quantitative design. Analysis, optimization, validation and/or testing to be 
completed under the supervision or co-supervision of a faculty member holding an appointment in the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering. Includes lectures, one capstone project; both terms 
 

Pre-Requisites 

Prerequisite(s): Registration in Level IV Mechanical Engineering; or Level V Mechanical Engineering and 
Management or Mechanical Engineering and Society 
 

Instructor Contact Information 

 
Course Coordinator: Dr. Gary Bone.  
The best way to reach Dr. Bone is to email gary@mcmaster.ca using your McMaster account. Please always 
include “4M06” as part of the subject line. 
 
Project Supervisors:  
The list of project supervisors will be posted on Avenue to Learn (http://avenue.mcmaster.ca/ ) under MECHENG 
4M06A. 
 

Lectures 

In-person lectures will take place in ITB-AB102 (basement of ITB Annex) on Mondays 9:30-10:20 am, Tuesdays 
10:30-11:20 am, and Thursdays 9:30-10:20 am. The lecturers will include Dr. Bone and invited speakers. 
Attendance at these lectures is required. The invited lectures will be related to the practice of engineering, or to 
the transition from student to employee. The lecture schedule will be posted on Avenue. Lectures only occur during 
part of the Fall term; there are no lectures in the Winter term. Note: A quiz on the content of the invited lectures, 
worth 2.5% of the final grade, will be held on Oct. 21 during the lecture timeslot. 
 

Course Website/Alternate Methods of Communication 

Course is hosted on Avenue to Learn (http://avenue.mcmaster.ca/ ) under MECHENG 4M06A. Please contact the 
course coordinator immediately by email if you are registered for the course, but do not have access to the course on 
Avenue. 
 
All formal communication regarding course requirements, changes, project submissions, etc. will be announced on 
Avenue. It will be assumed that all announcements on Avenue have been received by all students registered in the 
class. 
 

Materials and Fees 

There are no required texts for this course. Some lecture content may be posted on Avenue. 
 

mailto:gary@mcmaster.ca
http://avenue.mcmaster.ca/
http://avenue.mcmaster.ca/
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There is no course fee. The Department of Mechanical Engineering provides limited project funding to groups that 
meet the requirements, and in some cases, additional funding is provided by the Project Supervisor or Industrial 
Sponsor (if applicable).  
 

Course Format and Expectations 

The course is primarily based on the process and successful completion of a Mechanical Engineering design project 
as a group. Groups of 2-4 members may be self-formed, or may be assigned by the Course Coordinator. All projects 
must be approved by the Course Coordinator and one of the Project Supervisors. The list of available projects is 
posted on Avenue at the start of the term. Students are encouraged to contact potential Project Supervisors and 
submit their top five project preferences using an online form shortly after the project list is posted. Projects are then 
assigned, and in some cases, groups formed, by the Course Coordinator based on the submitted project 
preferences, and other factors. These form the majority of the projects. Some projects, particularly those proposed by 
students, are reserved for specific groups. Please note that the project assignment process typically involves 
some compromises – not everyone will get one of their top choices and while unfortunate, this should not 
affect the group’s ability to perform to a high standard, and to gain value from the course. 
 
Each group will be supervised by a Project Supervisor (from the list provided above). The “Project Submission Form” 
provides the initial definition of the project. The group will work with the Project Supervisor to carefully refine the 
goals and other aspect of the project. Each project must involve mechanical design, analysis, building and testing. 
The group is expected to report directly and regularly to the Project Supervisor and document their progress in a 
mutually agreed upon way.  
 
The majority of the time you spend on the course will involve working individually, working with your group, 
and consulting with your Project Supervisor. The Project Laboratories (Mechanical Engineering Machine Shop) 
and, in some cases, faculty research laboratories will be available for design-build-test elements of the project. You 
and your group will be responsible for scheduling meetings and work sessions according to the availability of your 
group and these additional resources. 
 
Design journals documenting individual group members contributions to the project should be updated 
continuously using Notion (or equivalent) and shown to the Project Supervisor on a weekly basis. 
 
Groups should endeavour to work consistently and diligently throughout the term, dividing work among group 
members such that all members are involved in all types of work. Individuals or Groups should attempt to resolve any 
conflicts they might have within their group and/or with their Project Supervisor, but the Course Coordinator can also 
be approached if a third party is needed. The IEF (see section below) is used in situations where the group 
mark does not reflect the initiative or effort put forth by one or more group members (either reducing or 
increasing an individual’s grade relative to the group mark). 
 

Additional information: 

- Average project effort per person must be 6 hrs/week in the fall term, and 12 hrs/week in the winter term. Project 

Supervisors will expect to observe progress based on this amount of effort.  

- All written documents must be prepared using standardized templates/forms while adhering to the maximum 

space requirements for each of the boxes on the form (if applicable). 

- Documents are to be formal engineering reports and need to be prepared to a professional standard. A logical, 

concise, and well-organized report is far better than a voluminous, rambling one. The Project Evaluators and 

Supervisors are expected to read and provide timely feedback and evaluations to the students and submit their 

completed rubrics to Avenue. 
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- Presentations are to be prepared to professional standards by each group. The students should directly approach 

the Presentation Evaluators for any feedback soon after the marks have been posted on Avenue. Evaluator 

feedback should be considered when preparing reports. 

- Good communication with your Project Supervisor is critical to the success of the project. Schedule weekly 

meetings (preferably in-person). All group members must attend these meetings. Your supervisor may assign you 

demerit marks in consultation with the Course Coordinator for poor project meeting attendance. You and your 

supervisor will define the requirements for your Prototype / Proof of Concept Demonstration together. 

- If your project leads to the creation of new Intellectual Property (IP), you may have certain rights regarding the 

ownership of that IP. Please be sure to discuss this with your Project Supervisor or the Course Coordinator, who 

may guide you to other McMaster resources. See, for example, McMaster’s policies on Joint IP located at the 

following address: https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Joint-Intellectual-Property.pdf 

 

Course Schedule  

The detailed course scheduling information will be posted on Avenue. Some important dates are shown below. 
Submission deadlines will also be posted on Avenue. 
  

Date/Range  Topic 

Sep. 5 Introductory Lecture by Dr. Bone 

Sep. 9 Q & A Session #1 with Project Supervisors 

Sep. 10 Q & A Session #2 with Project Supervisors 

Sep. 12 – Oct. 10 Invited lectures held during scheduled class time (schedule will be posted on Avenue) 

Sep. 13 Project Preferences Deadline – last day to submit your list of preferred projects using the 
online form provided via Avenue 

Sep. 18 Assigned Project Groups will be posted on Avenue by the Course Coordinator 

Oct. – Apr. See the Assessment section below for additional deadline dates. 

Apr. 8 Faculty of Engineering Capstone Expo 

 

Assessment 

Evaluation will occur at various times throughout the course and will be performed by the Project Supervisor, other 
faculty members, and the Course Coordinator. The requirements, rubrics and deadlines (if not listed here, or if the 
listed deadlines are updated) for each of the components listed below will be provided on Avenue. 
 

Term Component Deadline Weighting (%) 

1 Quiz (based on the invited lectures) Oct. 21 2.5 a 

1 Scope of Work Document Oct. 23 10 b 

1 Group Presentation 1 Nov. 11 – Nov. 22 15 b 

1 Project Report 1 Dec. 2 15 b 

1 Individual Design Journals Dec. 2 2.5 a 

2 Prototype / proof of concept demonstration Feb. 7 10 b, c 

2 Group Presentation 2 Mar. 24 – Apr. 4 15 b 

2 Capstone Expo Poster Apr. 1 2.5 b 

2 Final Project Report Apr. 4 20 b 

2 Final Video Apr. 4 2.5 b 

2 Individual Design Journals Apr. 4 2.5 a 

2 Peer Evaluation Apr. 9 2.5 a 

 Total  100 

https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Joint-Intellectual-Property.pdf
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Note a: This is an individual mark (grade). 
Note b: These are group marks that are normally, but not always, assigned equally to each group member. In cases 
where a notably unequal amount of initiative or effort was applied by the group members, an IEF, or “Initiative and 
Effort Factor”, is applied to the group mark to calculate the marks of each student within the group. This “IEF” 
adjustment process can be initiated by individuals within the group or by the Project Supervisor. The IEF is a 
number in the range of 0.0 to 1.0 (or higher than 1, in rare situations deemed appropriate by the Project Supervisor 
and Course Coordinator). An IEF of 0 represents negligible participation in the group’s efforts, and 1.0 (or more, at 
supervisor and coordinator’s discretion) indicates full initiative and effort (or going above and beyond the average 
group effort when a lower group mark does not represent the individual’s initiative and effort). When the IEF 
adjustment is applied by the evaluator, the student’s individual mark will be calculated as follows:  
(Individual Mark) = (Group Mark) × (IEF). 
Note c: The prototype/proof of concept demonstration is meant to demonstrate to your supervisor and any other 
stakeholders that your project is progressing well, and is on schedule or ahead of schedule. 
 
 
 

Accreditation Learning Outcomes 

The Learning Outcomes defined in this section are measured for Accreditation purposes only and will not be directly 
taken into consideration in determining a student’s grade in the course. 
 

Graduate Attributes Indicators 

Problem Analysis, Design, and Teamwork 2.1, 2.2, 4.1-4.4, 6.1, 6.2 

Communication skills, Professionalism, Impact on Society & Environment 7.1-7.3, 8.1, 8.2, 9.1, 9.2, 10.2 

Economics and Lifelong Learning 11.2, 11.3, 12.2 

 
For more information on Accreditation, please visit: https://www.engineerscanada.ca  
 
 
 
 

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 

Every registered student belongs in this course. Diversity of backgrounds and experiences is expected and welcome. 
You can expect your instructor to be respectful of this diversity in all aspects of the course, and the same is expected 
of you. 
 
The Department of Mechanical Engineering is committed to creating an environment in which students of all genders, 
cultures, ethnicities, races, sexual orientations, abilities, and socioeconomic backgrounds have equal access to 
education and are welcomed and treated fairly. If you have any concerns regarding inclusion in our Department, in 
particular if you or one of your peers is experiencing harassment or discrimination, you are encouraged to contact the 
Chair, Associate Undergraduate Chair, Academic Advisor or to contact the Equity and Inclusion Office. 
 
 

Physical and Mental Health 

For a list of McMaster University’s resources, please refer to the Student Wellness Centre. 
 
 

https://www.engineerscanada.ca/
https://equity.mcmaster.ca/
https://wellness.mcmaster.ca/
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Academic Integrity 

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. Academic 
credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity.  It is your responsibility to 
understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. 
 
Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in unearned academic credit or 
advantage.  This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of 
credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or 
suspension or expulsion from the university.  For information on the various types of academic dishonesty please 
refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, located at https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/university-policies-procedures- 
guidelines/ 
 
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

1. plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been 
obtained. 

2. improper collaboration in group work. 
3. copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 

 

Authenticity / Plagiarism Detection 

This course will use a web-based service (Turnitin.com) to reveal authenticity and ownership of student 
submitted work.  Students will be expected to submit their work electronically via Avenue to Learn where plagiarism 
detection software (a service supported by Turnitin.com) will be used so it can be checked for academic dishonesty. 
 
Students who do not wish their work to be submitted through the plagiarism detection software must inform Dr. Bone 
by email at least 1 week before the assignment is due. No penalty will be assigned to a student who does not submit 
work to the Turnitin.com plagiarism detection software.  All submitted work is subject to normal verification that 
standards of academic integrity have been upheld (e.g., on-line search, other software, etc.).  For more details 
about McMaster’s use of Turnitin.com please go to www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity. 
 
 
 

Courses with an On-Line Element 

McMaster is committed to an inclusive and respectful community. These principles and expectations extend to online 

activities including electronic chat groups, video calls and other learning platforms. 

 
Some courses may use on-line elements (e.g. e-mail, Avenue to Learn (A2L), LearnLink, web pages, capa, Moodle, 
ThinkingCap, etc.). Students should be aware that, when they access the electronic components of a course using 
these elements, private information such as first and last names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and 
program affiliation may become apparent to all other students in the same course. The available information is dependent 
on the technology used.  Continuation in a course that uses on-line elements will be deemed consent to this 
disclosure. If you have any questions or concerns about such disclosure, please discuss this with the course 
instructor. 
 

Conduct Expectations 

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to demonstrate, respectful and 
dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and working communities. These expectations are described in 
the  Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities (the “Code”).  All students share the responsibility of maintaining a 

https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Academic-Integrity-Policy-1-1.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
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positive environment for the academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, whether in 
person or online. 
 
It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in effect in virtual learning 
environments.  The Code applies to any interactions that adversely affect, disrupt, or interfere with reasonable 
participation in University activities. Student disruptions or behaviours that interfere with university functions on online 
platforms (e.g. use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be 
investigated. Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access to these platforms. 
 

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities who require academic accommodation must contact  Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
at 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or sas@mcmaster.ca to make arrangements with a Program Coordinator.  For further 
information, consult McMaster University’s Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. 

 

Submission of Request for Relief for Missed Academic Work 

McMaster Student Absence Form (MSAF): In the event of an absence for medical or other reasons, students should 
review and follow the Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic 
Term Work”. 
 

Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous or Spiritual Observances (RISO) 

Students requiring academic accommodation based on religious, indigenous or spiritual observances should follow 
the procedures set out in the  RISO policy.  Students should submit their request to their Faculty Office normally 
within 10 working days of the beginning of term in which they anticipate a need for accommodation or to the 
Registrar's Office prior to their examinations. Students should also contact their instructors as soon as possible to 
make alternative arrangements for classes, assignments, and tests. 
 

Copyright and Recording 

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course material provided by an 
instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act and copyright law protect every original 
literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, including lectures. Unauthorized recording of lectures is not 
permitted. 
 

Extreme Circumstances 

The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances 
(e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be communicated through regular McMaster 
communication channels, such as McMaster Daily News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 
 
The course coordinator and university reserve the right to modify elements of a course during the term. The 
university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances. If either type 
of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and communication with the students will be given 
with explanation and the opportunity to comment on changes. It is the responsibility of the student to check 
their McMaster email and course website weekly (or more often) during the term and to note any changes. 
 

https://sas.mcmaster.ca/
mailto:sas@mcmaster.ca
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Academic-Accommodations-Policy.pdf
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/2019/02/Academic-Accommodation-for-Religious-Indigenous-and-Spiritual-Observances-Policy-on.pdf

